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ABSTRACT 
Fair Trade is a global social movement for producers, 
consumers, communities, and the environment.  The 
purchase of Fair Trade certified products serves to protect the 
planet, build sustainable business, empower women, support 
education, fight poverty, and provide health care.  Universities 
are strategically situated to harness the power of higher 
education to raise awareness about the benefits of Fair Trade 
to small-scale producers and workers. Schools can be 
honored with Fair Trade University status by embedding Fair 
Trade principles within administrative policy and the social 
fabric of the academic community.  Fair Trade University 
(FTU) status is appropriate for Penn State Brandywine, with 
the institution’s land-grant mission and commitment to global 
issues.  Designated a FTU allows the campus to solidify local 
connections with the nation’s first Fair Trade Town (Media, 
PA) and first Fair Trade public high school (Penncrest). 

Students enrolled in the Spring 2012 Senior Seminar in 
Environmental Studies (ENVST 400W) set out to complete 
the process for becoming a Fair Trade University.  Students 
were required to consult with various offices on campus, 
including business services and the bookstore.  Students 
needed to draft documents for the FTU proposal, including a 
resolution, procurement policy, and future plans for campus 
academic and extra-curricular integration.  No textbook or 
curricular materials existed for the students to work from; the 
process to become a FTU required much critical thinking, 
inquiry, networking, and leadership. 

After organizing two Fair Trade events and presenting to 
various campus audiences, the students have submitted the 
Fair Trade University application for review.  Penn State 
Brandywine looks forward to joining six other universities 
designated with FTU status and being the first Penn State 
campus with this honor.  Future goals include expanding 
campus student involvement and sharing the process and 
products with other Penn State campuses and universities, 
being a leader locally and nationally. 

Our Mission: 
Our mission at Penn State Brandywine is 
to bring awareness of Fair Trade to the 
members of our campus and community. 
WE ARE working to educate one another 
about this movement through the 
promotion of Fair Trade products and 
campus events. WE ARE getting 
involved and pushing forward to support 
fair wages for workers, environmentally 
friendly practices for growing crops, 
education for children across the seas, 
and business that is transparent and 
sustainable. WE ARE Penn State 
Brandywine supporting Fair Trade.  

The TrailBlazers (pictured right)  
have completed many activities this 
semester to support Fair Trade. The 
group has met with Media Fair Trade 
Town representatives, Fair Trade 
USA, and United Students for Fair 
Trade.  

Our Vision: 
Our vision for the Penn State Brandywine Fair Trade 
movement is to have a community that is aware of what it 
purchases and feels a close relationship with the produces of 
Fair Trade products. Through this relationship, we want to 
foster a global awareness among students, staff, faculty and 
alumni. Not only do we want to connect with workers 
overseas, but with Media, Pennsylvania as well. By hosting 
campus events each semester and providing our school 
store and cafeteria with fair trade options, we hope to 
cultivate an environment that buys and sells fair trade goods 
and support the Fair Trade Movements. In the town of Media, 
we want to solidify ties between our Universities and their 
community. We want to get involves with Media fair events 
and represent Penn State Brandywine Fair Trade. Through 
our example, we hope to inspire the spread of Fair Trade to 
our other Penn State families throughout the state of 
Pennsylvania.  

In the future they are hoping to have more events on 
campus to continue to spread awareness of Fair 
Trade to our community.  They are planning a Fair 
Trade soccer tournament using Fair Trade athletic 
gear, a Fair Trade Holiday hot chocolate and cookie 
day before winter vacation, a Fair Trade movie 
night, a Fair Trade commercial, brochures and cards 
for incoming freshmen about Fair Trade and the 
movement on campus, and many more educational 
and fun activities for the campus to participate in. 

BLAZING OUR PATH… 
To a Fairer World. Our Mission and Vision 

The TrailBlazers hosted guest speaker Amanda 
White from Divine Chocolate and shared samples 
of Fair Trade chocolate. The group traveled to the 
Ten Thousand Villages store in Media, PA, to learn 
about crafts and artisans. The group has organized 
a Fair Trade t-shirt swap for late April.  

Our goal is to be declared a Fair 
Trade University on May 12, 2012, 
World Fair Trade Day.   

KEEPING THAT VISION ALIVE… 
What We Have Done and What We Will Do 


